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Editor’s Random Notes 


As I write this, the Fourth of July is a recent memory. This 
year we watched fireworks at the Marina Green in Bencia. 
The view was spectacular. We positioned our chairs so we 
had a clear view of Marinez’s fireworks, which started 
some minutes before Benicia’s. (Being somewhat South- 
East of Benicia, I guess it got dark there earlier.) Our chair 
placement turned out to be especially fortunate because 
Martinez’s finale occurred some minutes after Benicia’s. 
Being in a mellow summer mood, we decided that it was 
nice to just enjoy how the Martinez show book-ended 
ours and not gripe about how short our show turned out 
to be. 


The night before, my wife asked if I wanted to go to the 
3rd of July parade. I suggested that she go find a good 
place to sit and that I’d follow on my bike with a cooler 
full of refreshment. I handed her one of my FRS radios so 
we'd be able to find each other. They’re awfully handy 
and have reasonable range. Talking from my house to my 
wife six blocks away was no problem. 


A week earlier I helped out with an Endurance Horse Race 
in Redwood Regional Park. A number of hams were 
stationed at various points on the course, and the Base 
Station at times relayed messages from us to the race 
officials via FRS radio. I thought this was a terrific mixed 
use of licensed and unlicensed radio services. 


One of the cheapo FRS radios I own has GMRS channels, 
which require a license ($75 for 5 years) to use. I don’t 
understand why radios that have different licensing 
requirements for half their channels are sold to the general 
public. It just invites illegal use of the GMRS channels. I 
have to imagine that the number of people who bother to 
obtain a GMRS license is vanishingly small (and they’re 
probably mostly hams, afraid to be non-compliant). 


Field Day is also a recent memory. I didn’t get there, 
because of a previous commitment and car trouble. My 
car started overheating the night before and, being a new- 
millennium renaissance-man kind of guy, I was determined 
to fix it myself! And I bet I have plenty of company in the 
ham community. There’s a strong undercurrent of self- 
sufficiency and I-can-do-it-ism throughout ham radio. 
Many of us build stuff from kits or plans, many of us 
build, upgrade, modify (and hose) our own computers, 
too. What I’m talking about is the Spirit of ‘76! Freedom, 
self-determination, liberty. God bless America! And pass 
that wrench, will ya? 


List of Scheduled Activity for 


W6CX ATV 
Saturdays 8:00 AM Coffee Net 
Sundays 8:00 AM Coffee Net 
Wednesday 7:30 PM Electronics Class 
with KF6IQL 
Thursday 8:00 PM General ATV 
ATV Net 


This space available for your ad! 


This space available for your ad! 
This space available for your ad! 


This space available for your ad! 


Free-Lance Web Design 


Put your business on-line, or refresh your current web 
presence. Call Bob Beard at 925-864-7003. Other services 
include technical writing, network installation and account- 
ing software consulting. 


RACES Nets 
Every Thursday at 19:00 hours 


Central County Jim Brunk N6BHX 145.680 /s 

South County Ed Ritchie K6SFD 146.355 /+ 
100p! 

East County Jim Tittle K6SOE 146.535 /s 


West County Rich Parker KD6JCT 145.110 /- 


MDARC FAMILY PICNIC 
SATURDAY JULY 197 
At JOHN BALDWIN PARK 


IN CONCORD 
1lam to 3pm (lunch from 12 to 1) 


$6.00 for adults & kids over 10. 
10 years & younger are free. 


Send your check payable to MDARC 
to: 


George Roush 


2116 Athene Dr. Concord, CA 
94519 


Adults & kids over 10 
Kids 10 & under (free) 


Reservations Due by July 16th 


AMATEUR RADIO CONVENTION 


Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Board of Directors 
Minutes of the Board Meeting of June 2, 2003 


The meeting was called to order by President Dave 
McIntyre at 7:30PM at Baker’s Square Restaurant in 
Concord. Present were President Dave McIntyre KG6ACD, 
Vice President Trevor Hall WA6JAU, Secretary Pam 

Styron KG6EJL, Treasurer Cal Groom KE60EH and Dolly 
Groom, Emergency Coordinator Harry Styron K6HS, 
Directors Howard Burk KE6PTT, Jay Caldis KT6Y, and 
John Pascale NN6E, and Carrier Editor Bob Beard KG6FPZ. 
Also present were Membership Chair Eoin O’ Donoghue 
KK6Q, Technical Committee member Keith Lattin N6PMF 
and Social Co-Chair George Roush WB60FH. 


The minutes of the May Board Meeting were approved 
as submitted by the Secretary. 


The Treasurer submitted a report showing net assets of 
$37,993.30. Harry Styron volunteered to research 90 day 
CD rates at the various local banks for the Board’s 
consideration at a future meeting. 


Keith Lattin reported the need to replace the power supply 
for the 220 machine. Keith will use funds from the existing 
repair account. 


Pacificon tickets are available, and brochures were passed 
out at the Swap Meet last weekend. 


Eoin O’ Donoghue emailed the Carrier out. Mailed copies 
will be sent out shortly. Membership totals 288 at this time. 


John Pascale is looking for Co-Chairs to help him with 
Field Day preparations. John also suggested that the Club 
buy a shelter, approximately 12x12, to store in the trailer 
and be used at the various Club activities such as Field 
Day. Cost estimated to be $150. The board approved this 
purchase. 


The next general meeting will be Friday June 28 at Field 
Day. Dinner will be served before the meeting. See the 
Carrier for details. Cal Groom will be bringing the Salvation 
Army Canteen out to the site for meals. 


A discussion ensued concerning the need for a new 
Carrier Editor when Bob Beard resigns the position. Bob 
will step down in December. Trevor Hall will email all 
members about the need for a replacement to be working 
with Bob prior to that time. The Board commended Bob on 
the great job he has done for the Club editing the Carrier. 


The Board members discussed the complaint lodged by 
Paul Gerrard and the nature of the complaint. A motion 


was made to revoke Paul Gerrard’s membership in MDARC 
for violating the Club Bylaws. Following further 
discussion, the Board agreed to present this motion to the 
Club membership at the July General Meeting for Club 
approval. 


Trevor Hall will take the WebMaster position being 
vacated by Bob Beard, and Mike Patterson N6JGA has 
volunteered to help Trevor. Bob Beard will still be 
presenting a design for name tags to the Board at a future 
date. 


John Pascale volunteered to handle the QSL cards with 
the QSL Bureau. 


George Roush reminded the Board that the Picnic will be 
held July 19. See the Carrier for the details and the ticket 
order information. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Pam Styron KG6EJL, Secretary 


NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 


2 M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 

440 gain 7dBd (9.0 dBi) 

20+ dB front to back ratio 

24 inch boom length 

Super fast assembly, no instructions needed, 
screw color coded elements on to color coded 
boom 

e 2 bands-one connector, great for satellite 
contacts, no duplexer needed, no duplexer cost 


$69.95 call or fax (925)933-3242 


Now also available through the Anaheim, Oakland 
and Sunnyvale HRO stores 


Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Minutes of the General Meeting 
June 27, 2003 


President Dave McIntyre KG6ACD opened the meeting 
from the Field Day Site, Lundborg’s Landing on Bethel 
Island, at 7:30pm. President Dave thanked the Salvation 
Army and all who helped prepare and serve the 
wonderful dinner of ribs, fresh corn, salad et al. 


Treasurer Cal Groom KE6OEH gave his report, with the 
assistance of Dolly Groom, noting that total assets were 
$37, 993.30. 


Pacificon Chair John Schulze KR6CR reminded the 
members that tickets for Pacificon 2003 are now available. 
Duane Hendricks will be the speaker at the Banquet this 
year, and the Swap Meet will be bigger and better than 
ever at the new site in San Ramon. 


Field Day Chair John Pascale NN6E thanked all the 
people who helped him organize for the Field Day events, 
and all the set up people early Friday. 


Social Co-Chair George Roush WB6OFH reminded the 
members that he has the Directories for those members 
who ordered a hard copy on their renewal forms. Also, 
George has tickets for the MDARC Picnic on Saturday 
July 19. See the Carrier for details. 


Vice President Trevor HallWA6JAU thanked the San 
Joaquin Yacht Club for donating the chairs for tonight’s 
meeting. 


Trevor introduced our guest speaker Ken Keeler N6RO 
who spoke on the What, Why and How of Contesting. 
Ken gave us a very complete and detailed overview of 
contesting as well as the key ingredients for success, 
and reminded us that contesting improves Emergency 
proficiency, increases contacts, and teaches teamwork. 
For more information go to www.contesting.com. For 
questions about contesting, contact Ken directly at 
n6ro@arrl.net. Ken will host an open house in Oakley for 
MDARC on Sunday of the California QSO party October 
5. Stay tuned for details. 


The radio raffle prize was won by French Groom, son of 
Cal and Dolly. 


Respectfully submitted, Pam Styron KG6EJL, Secretary 


FCC AUTHORIZES NATIONWIDE DO-NOT-CALL 
REGISTRY 
Consumers Now Have Easy Option to Eliminate 
Telemarketing Calls 


Washington, D.C. - The Federal Communications 
Commission today updated its rules implementing the 
Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991 (TCPA) and 
established a national do-not-call registry for consumers 
who wish to avoid telemarketing calls. The registry is 
nationwide in scope, includes all telemarketers (with the 
exception of certain non-profit organizations), and covers 
both interstate and intrastate telemarketing calls. 
Consumers can place their telephone numbers on the 
registry through one telephone call or one Web click. 

The Commission will implement the do-not-call 
registry in conjunction with the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC). The national database will be administered by the 
FTC and enforcement will be coordinated between the FCC 
and the FTC. A forthcoming Memorandum of 
Understanding, signed by both agencies, will detail the 
enforcement functions. 

The Commission will not require states to 
discontinue the use of their own do-not-call lists once the 
national do-not-call registry goes into effect. The TCPA 
prohibits a state from using any do-not-call list that does 
not include the part of the national do-not-call registry that 
relates to that state. Thus any individual state do-not-call 
list must include all the registrants on the national data base 
for that state. 

Consumers also will continue to have the option of 
using current company-specific do-not-call registries if they 
wish to eliminate telemarketing calls from specific companies 
only. 

The FCC also adopted restrictions on the use of 
predictive dialers in an effort to reduce the number of “hang- 
up” and “dead air” calls consumers experience. It also 
specified that telemarketers cannot block caller ID 
information and tightened its existing rules on unsolicited 
faxes to require that express permission be obtained in 
writing by companies before sending faxed advertisements 
to its customers. Finally, the Order establishes a common- 
sense exemption to permit calls by a marketer to friends, 
family members and acquaintances. 

Consumers can register on-line for the national do- 
not-call registry beginning June 27, 2003. Telephone 
registration will open for consumers in states west of the 
Mississippi River — including Minnesota and Louisiana — on 
the same date. Telephone registration will be available July 
7 in the entire country. Details on how to sign up for the 
registry will be available shortly. The registry will become 
effective on October 1, 2003. 

For more information on the FCC’s telemarketing 
tules, including the national do-not-call registry, visit the 
FCC’s Web site at www.fcc.gov/cgb/donotcall. 


MDARC Board of Directors 


Position Who How to find them 

President David Mcintyre KG6ACD 925-625-1829 (h) prinz@pacbell.net 
Vice President Trevor Hall WAB6JAU 925-680-5209 (h) wa6jau@netzero.net 
Secretary Pam Styron KG6EJL 925-945-6785 (h) 

Treasurer Cal Groom KE60EH 925-439-7843 (h) ke60eh@arrl.net 
Emergency Coordinator Harry Styron K6HS 925-945-6785 (h) kGhs@arrl.net 
Director at Large Howard Burk KE6PTT 925-798-7208 (h) ke6ptt@arrl.net 
Director at Large Jay Caldis KT6Y 925-939-1893 (h) jcaldis@astound.net 
Director at Large John Pascale NN6E 925-625-9356 (h) nn6e@arrl.net 
Director at Large Harold Johnsen AE6FC 925-287-1054 (h) ae6fc@arrl.net 


Membership Chair Eoin O‘Donoghue KK6Q 925-938-3867 (h) eoin@odonoghue.com 
Carrier Editor Bob Beard KG6FPZ 707-748-1612 (h) rbeard@speakeasy.net 
PACIFICON pacificoninfo@astound.net 


4 
sence 12 STORE BUYING POWER/[ 
(714) 533-7373 


(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr 
anaheim@nhamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

2420 W. Wictory BI, 91506 
(818) 842-17, 

(800) 854- 6046 

Eric, KAGIHT, Mgr. 

Victory Bive = Buena Vista 
1 mi. wes! 
burbank@hamradio com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St.. 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mach, K6KAP, Mgr. WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 
5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4901 


{a00) 854-6046 OAKLAND, CA SUNNYVALE, CA 


Hwy: 188 & Gharemont Mesa 2210 Livingston St., 94606 510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
er (510) 534-5757 94085 
Stormer ei oa Laas (800) 854-6046 (408) 736-9496 


(408) 736-9496 ra ‘ Mach, K6KAP, Mgr. (800) 854-6046 


| {a00) a54-so48 - ee 1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 
So. trom Hwy. 101 : oakland@hamradio.com So. from Hwy. 101 
Ra arma TS-2000 HewvHeune reve sunnyvale@hamradio.com 
NEW CASTLE, DE * 100W HF, 6M. 2M * 50W 70CM 
(Near Philadelphia) = 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UI-20 module 
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 * IF Stage OSP_ * Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
(302) 322-7092 * Backlil Front Key Panel 
(800) 644-4476 Low Intro Price! 


Jim, KASLLL, Mgr 
© RT.13 1/4 mi, So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


_ PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W Pacific Hwy 
97223 
(503) 598-0555 
(800) 854-6046 
Leon. N7IXX, Mar 
Tigard-99W exit 
from Hwy 5 & 217 
portiand@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

F 8400 €. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
(303) 745-7373 
(800) 444-9476 
Joe, KDOGA. Mor 
John, NSEHP. Mar 
denver@hamradio.com 


TH-D7A(G) 2.440 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 


* Built -in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 


re 
wt Meoaiiox 


+VC-H1 M rah ‘Control 
Low Pricing! 


M7! : . *"S" meter 
OW/2M, 2OW/440 Miz * Auto Dialer 
Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering as | Low Pricing! 
+ Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
(G02) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, ee 


1 mi, east of I-17 
phoenisananradio. com * ee 
ATLANTA, GA T™-b A 1C-756 PRO Wai mode Transceiver 
lh Re ogi hwy. 30340 SRE UA _2M//440 Oualband ZOOA 210/440 dualband + 160-6M @ 100W + Enhanced Rx performance 
(800) 444-7927 + SOw VHF 36w UHF « Opt. Voice Synthesizer 2 Batinced s inch color TPP wvapectrurn soaps DR-135TP_ 2m mobile 
Mark. KJ4VO, Mgr * Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked) Selectable IF fiiter sh trssp ecw 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 + Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) : Mumnpie SP controlled AGC cone” 3300 mems * Bullt-in TNC 1200 3600 Baud 
285 : fel : e OSP c 3C loops mer ul uC 
atianta@hamradio.com + 200 ead BS Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC Se Catenion Oe errs Dames 1200 ee 
chee * 101 alphanumeric memories * CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 
= Dx Packet Cl rs = 
| rhein VA «Tone Scan « GPS/VC- H1/PC Ports The Ultimate Radio! Low Pricing! 


14803 Build America Dr. 22191 


| Ge Sr | coasttocost [Ps vansu 
Steve. N4SR, Mgr FREE SHIPPING 
UPS - oo 


© Exit 161, 1-95, So, to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


VX-7R 
| SALEM, NH a ew - = 
(Near Boston 50/2M/220/440 HT 
) 224N. Broadway, 03079 * Wideband RX * - & 
(60a) 888-3750 = 300 Memories FT=1000 enwzm 700m nae ET-1000MP MKV are 
(800) 444-0047 * SW TX (300mw 220Mhz) + Compact Transceiver w/detachable * Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr. + Li-fon Battery front panel = Dual RX 


sales@hamradio.com * Fully Submersible to 3 ft. * Rx 100kHz to 970mHz (cell blocked) * Collins SSB fitter built-in 

Exit 1, 1-93; * Built-in CTCSS/DCS * Tx 100W 160-6M, 50w 2M, 20W 70CM * 200W, External power supply 
28 mi. No. of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 


* Internet WIRES compatible 
Great Price! 


Rapid Deliveries From * Built-in DSP, Vox, CW keyer 


Low Pricing! 
The Store Nearest To You! 


= 300 Memories 
Low Pricing! 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


7/7/2003 7:30 PM MDARC Board Meeting Baker’s Square, Concord 

7/18/2003 7:30PM General Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Lafayette, CA 

7/31/2003 August Carrier Deadline 

8/4/2003 7:30 PM MDARC Board Meeting Baker’s Square, Concord 

8/15/2003 7:30PM General Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Lafayette, CA 

8/29/2003 September Carrier Deadline 


Carrier articles should be sent via email to Bob Beard at: rbeard@speakeasy.net 


MDARC Repeaters 


147.060 MHz + /PL 100 Hz ATV: Input 1289.25 Mhz 
224.780 MHz -/ PL 77 HZATV: Output 427.250 MHz Cable Channel 58 
441.325 MHz +/ PL 100 HZATV: Output 1241.25 Mhz 

APRS: 144.39 MHz 

TCP/IP: 145.71 MHz 
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